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ys ALM cxxii. 6th and following vets, 


O pray for the beate of Ferefulm: they foal 
Proſper that love thee. 


Peace be within. thy walls : and mn 
within thy Palaces. | 
For my brethren and 3 | Jr I will 
 av1fh thee proſperity. - 
Tra, becauſe of the houſe of the Lotd 6 our Ca, | 
| 1 will ſeek to do thee goon 


WiIEN che OR alarm has been ſounded, 

| mothers are ſaid to have, inſtinctively, preſſed 
their infants cloſer to their boſoms. Peril ſeems 
©to excite and ſtimulate the affections toward 
B the 


| ( 0 F; 
the obj ect endangered. Such i been our caſe. 


Far be the thought, that we were, at any time, 
; indifferent to the welfare of our country ! But 
did not the late approaching danger makes us 
all feel more ſenſibly how deeply the poſſeſſion | 
of all we valued, the welfare of all we held 
dear, were involved in the peace and ſafety of 


our country ? We ſurely did. We felt more 


ſtrongly why © our country is a name ſo dear !” | 
And the patriot paſſion ſhewed itſelf in effuſions | 


of loyalty and zeal, of ardor and genetoſity, 
which did honour to the larger and better part 


of the people ; and will, it is to be hoped, 


prove an effectual diſcouragement, in future, to 


the miſchievous attempts of our enemies, who 


grounded on ſuppoſed diſaffection their hopes 


of propagating ruin; ſo that, in this inſtance-it 


will appear, that the ſureſt means to our own 


ſecurity, is to be loyal and public-ſpirited ; and d 
that they ſhall proſper who love their country.” 


To the ſubject then of this affection, now lo 


warm in the breaſts, and occupying ſo much of 
the thoughts, of ſo many, ] ſolicit your atten- 
: don, while I endeavour to ſhew, from the 


words | 


31 


words of 4 text, to what exertions of it, an 
beſt, and moſt uſeful, the Spirit of Lind, CA 
writ, has directed us, | 


I. "The Royal Prophet, himſelf a zealous 
lover of his people, in the firſt place bids them 
pray for, and ſeek, the peace of Jeruſalem, 
Warrior, King, and Conqueror, as he was; 
delighted as he expreſles himſelf with the plea- 
ſure of taking many ſpoils ;* and intent {for a 
glorious purpoſe f indeed) on accumggating 
treaſure; yet it is not conqueſt, it is not military 
glory, nor wealth, which he bids thoſe who 
truly love their country to make the object of 
their Prayers, their wiſhes, and endeavours, to 
procure for it. Not military glory, ſtained 
with the blood and tears of our fellow citizens, 
and their families, and offering the wretched 
boaſt, and fiendlike conſolation, of having ins 
flicted more miſeries than we have ſuffered : 
Not conqueſt ; almoſt always unjuſt, and the 
ſource of inj juſtice ; and therefore naturally ate 
tended with that curſe of Providence, which, 


* Pr exix. 2662 + x Chron. xxii. 5. 14. —xxix. 25 3. 
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fure however flow; attends injuſtice ; almoſt al- 


ways deſtructive to che morals and good go- 
vernment of the conquering ſtate itſelf, and 
tending to ſink it under it's increaſe of bulk 
; without ftrength : Not that wealth which ſo 
oſten is the cauſe of corruption, and of the 


vices which enervate, and depopulate, and de- 


baſe a nation: Not that commerce which, when 
vaſt and extenſive to exceſs, the cauſe or effect 
of enormous wealth, brings, (in the ſcripture 
F Phrase) 
* the iniquity of traffic, is deſcribed by a 
prophet as trading in the perſons of ment; 


F with the multitude of merchandiſe, 


and barters the toil, the ſweat, the food of the 
poor for the materials of vanity and luxury, 
and (of courſe) is declared to bring down de- 


ſtruction. It is not by wiſhing theſe to our 


country that we are inſtructed to give vent to 
our affection: No nor even that liberty which 


may be a cloak of maliciouſneſs: f; by which 
men often mean an impatient burſting of the 


bounds of ſalutary reſtraint, and gratifying a 


luſt of power; and which ſo often turns to the 


re and moſt irregular pen of indi- 
* Ezck. xxviii. 16. 18. t Ib, xXvVIi. 13. c. 


e. 26 iduals, 
t [2 viduals, 


* 


„ 


W It is not any of theſe r and 
double-edged advantages that we are inſtructed 
to wiſh for our dear native land: but that 
which includes the truly deſirable degrees of 
them all. It is * it's peace” that we are to wiſh, 
with that ſincerity which we dare diſplay before 
the Searcher of Hearts, with. that earneſtneſs 
and ſenſe of its importance which may juſtify 
to ourſelves the addreſſing the majeſty on high; 
and N theſe are hem: wal be vi Seren en- 
1 greateſt of pabi ſings 
3 (i is true) is, 4 in hal often put 1 
for proſperity at large; but it is becauſe, in the 
| ſtrict ſenſe of the word, it is an eſſential, as well 
as an eminent, part of proſperity; it is that 
without which there can be no Public hap- 
pineſs; and with which, there can ſcarcely 
be real, general, or permanent unhappineſs. 
Security from invaſion, from violence foreign 
or domeſtic, freedom from oppreſſion ;. a ſtate 
of tranquillity and mutual confidence, the reſult 
of concord, juſtice, moderation, and induſtry, 
of wholeſome laws well obeyed, and of purity 
of manners. This i is the Peace of a nation: 
| and 
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nd to with, and ftudy, aprons toe | 
true character of a lover of his country. - | 
far then from this noble character is ps man 
_ :ywhoſe life is ſpent in faction and cabal! who 
- abours to enflame diſcontent ! who is for 
breaking the machine of government to pieces, 
and ſetting it's parts to daſh againſt and deſtroy 
each other, that he may new- model it accord- 
ing to his own fancy ! How far from the cha- 
racter of a lover of his country (that is a lover 
of it's peace) is he who dwells with complacence 
on the ideas of civil war and rebellion! who 
(juſt keeping clear of legal treaſon) is frequent- 
ly alluding to, and ſuggeſting ſuch notions; and 
famlliariſing the minds of men to what ſhould 
be a ſtartling object of horror to their imagina - 
tions! How far from the character of lovets | 
of their country do they now appear, who, by 
_ " vilifying it's government, and by exaggerated. 
repreſentations of the diſaffection which they 
pretended to have raiſed, have encouraged, have 
| allured, have deceived, our enemies into hopes 
of meeting auxiliaries amongſt ourſelyes, if they 
invaded us! have, I fay, encouraged, have al- 
. lured, have deceived, the moſt perfidious, cruel, 
and 
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and RP enemies, who have We their 
way through the world with ruin, into an at- 
tempt to reform us, it ſeems! to liberate ws, 
and to make us as happy, as ſword and fire, 
extortion and famine, ſacrilege and perſecution, 
rape and carnage; could make us! But praiſed 
be the Lord who hath not given uo Over HOW 
F oy” unto their s e 


II. To the prayer for the peace of his babes 
Jeruſalem Pearce be within thy walls, the pro- 
phet adds, and plenteonfneſs within thy palaces.” 
And this ſhould intimate to us, that a true well 
wither to his country will defire that all ranks 
ſhould be ſecured: in their ſeveral and ſuitable . 
portions of the bleſſings of life; that the rich 
and great ſhould enjoy their advantages, as well 
as the poor their rights and comforts : that nei- 
ther the dignity of the one, nor independence 
of the other, ſhould be encroached upon. Re- 
gulation and peace require ſubordination. The 
artificial power of laws wants the aid of the na- 
tural power ariſing from property: and civil 

diſcord, and indirect n will ever be the 


8 Pf. cxxiy. 5. 


oli 


G00 
reſult of theſe 3 Ade External ap- 
pendages are neceſſary, to impreſs habitual re- 
ſpect; and to enſure a ſteady and unreluctant 
legal ſubmiſſion. The great ends of civil ga- 
vernment, which are common, defence and the 
ſecuring of property, make it both expedient 
and juſt, that, in framing laws for thoſe pur- 
poſes, men ſhould have a ſhare, in ſome mea- 


* 


ſure proportioned to their poſſeſſions, and to the 
intereſt they have in the public ſecurity. Di- 
vided powers, of different claſſes, in a commu- 
nity, check and balance each other; and are the 
ſureſt, perhaps the I effectual, means to 
prevent arbitrary ſway, in one tyrant, or a 
multitude. Among the variety of opportuni- 
ties, talents, and inducements, to be ſerviceable 
in ſocial life, which a diverſity of ranks and 
fortunes produces, we may particularly notice 
the leiſure for acquiring information, cultivated 
faculties, and early habits and ſentiments of li- 
berality; qualifications highly neceſſary for con- 
ducting the great intereſts of a community. 
Honours in a ſtate keep alive among a people a 
ſenſe of honour; a powerful aid to virtue, and. 
ſtimulant to laudable exertion. How much 
1 dignities 


( un I 
dignities, titles, diſtinctions, conduce toward 
ſofining and poliſhing the manners of men, we 
have an evident proof, 'in the coarſe, harſh, Ul- 
beral, and ferocious manners, which have been 
the conſequence of levelling all ranks, in a | 
country heretofore celebrated for ſoftneſs and 
elegance of demeanour. To all theſe conſide- 
rations add, one of more weight than all toge- 
ther,—the apparent wall of him whoſe provi- 
dence hath made men high and low, rich and 
poor; in much knowledge hath divided them 
(faith the wiſe * of Sirach) and made their 
* ways diverſe; * as he hath made the earth 
they inhabit not one dead level, but diverſified 
with hill and dale. Add, his revealed will, that 
© the poor ſhould never ceaſe out of the land ; 71 
and that * honour” ſhould be paid to all, ac- 
cording - to their Ration ; b honour, to whom 


5 beer is due. ＋ 


— 


All theſe reaſons will make him who. truly 
wiſhes, and wiſely conſults, the intereſt of his | 
Wm delight in the flouriſhing ſtate of the 


* Eccluſ. xxxili. Il. RO. Deut. zy, 11. 
5 Rom. xiii. 7, | | 


lofty 


a. 


ue — 


„ — 


12 j 


lofty Ld as well as in the * and healthy 


ſtate of the humble herb which it protects. He 
will rejoice that there is * plenteouſneſs in the 

© palaces,” as well as peace in every cottage 
© within the walls. He, then, is no lover of 
his country, who ſeeks to break in upon this 
happy order ; as if forgetting, that in a ſtate, as 


In a building, arrangement of the parts conſti- 


tutes the ſtability, beauty, and convenience of 


the whole; and that to level 1 is to ruin. He is | 


no friend to his country, who weakens the ſup- 
port which authority gives to law: who, in 

oppoſition to the ſcriptural precept of honouring 
thoſe © to whom honour is due' with a mean | 
pride, and an affeQation of courage, which is 


the ſure mark of cowardice, where there is no 


danger, takes a pleaſure in witholding from 


ſuperiors thoſe reſpects which decorum only 


and common ſenſe oblige men to obſerve, or in 
© ſpeaking evil of the rulers of his people * 


{kulking behind the mildneſs of our laws, which 


lay no penalty on ſuch ruffian rudeneſs. He is. 
no lover of his country, who baſely courting 
popular applauſe, labours to gratify the malig- 


„Acts xxili. f 


nity 


(3) 
| nity of the vulgar, by ſacrificing the character 
of a claſs of men whom they ought to revere. 
He is no lover of his country, who, by holding 
out what is called equality, whets the teeth of 
the moody and diſcontented, and deſperate 
(probably ſo by their own faults and follies) for 
general robbery of thoſe who poſſeſs what they 
would / conſume upon their luſts *.” He is no 
| lover of his country, who ſtrives to exaſperate, 
to perſuade the lower orders that their condition 
is worſe than they feel, that their ſuperiors are 
all oppreſſors, and that they are enſlaved and 
trampled on; in a country, where their perſons, 
their liberty, their property, are ſecured by the 
ſame laws that ſecure the firſt ſubject of the 
realm; in a country, where, (thanks be to God!) 
no man that has his health, and uſe of his limbs, 
need in the common courſe of things, be deſ- 
titute or diſtreſſed, if he be induſtrious, honeſt, 
ſober, and prudent ; and where, if ill health, or 
any peculiar viſitation of Providence, interpoſe, 
there are continually encreaſing endeavours, and 
aſſociations, or the purpoſe of applying relief: 


* Ja. iv. 3. 
which 
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4) 
Which. may the Father of mercies continue ts 


e and _ reward! 


On the . hand ; if any of thoſe whoſe, | 


- uſefulneſs is their reſpedtability, degrade them- 


ſelves by ſenſuality and vice, by levity and 


trifling follies, by ſordid avarice, unfeeling op- 


preſſion, or childiſh inſolence, they are traitors 
to their country; they betray the truſt which 
it's laws, nay, which Providence has repoſed in 
them, to let no man deſpiſe them; to preſerve 
that dignity which it is of advantage to all orders 
to have preſerved. Let not a vicious man of 
rank, or who makes himſelf contemptible, pre- 
tend to be a lover of his country: he is breaking 


down the pedeſtal on which he is raiſed : he is | 
doing what moſt tends to endanger his order; 


and the ruin of that will be attended by the ruin 
of the whole fabric of the conſtitution. 


III. But, he who wiſhes well 10 his um 
ſhould, like David, wiſh it proſperity for his 
© brethren and companions ſakes. We are to 
love our country, becauſe in loving it we com- 


priſe the love of all with whom we are con- 


nected 


to). 

nected by ſocial ties: in ſerving it we promote 
their welfare; in defending it we protect their 
ſafety. Parents are dear to us, (lays the moſt 
celebrated moral writer of antiquity) * dear are 
© our (children, relations, intimate friends, but 
theſe and all tender intereſts, all endearing re- 
© Jations, our country includes “. In thus con- 

ſidering the love of our country as ſumming uß 
all inferior and narrower affections, we ſhall ſee, 
in the firſt place, that, in the bulk of mankind, 
and in ordinary life (I ſpeak not of ſuch peculiar 
occaſions as the preſent) the trueſt diſplay of love 
to their country, is in the exerciſe of thoſe private 
virtues which make ſo conſiderable a part of it: 
that each man in ſtudying' (as the Apoſtle 
A © to be quiet, and to do his own buſi- 
© neſs 4. labouring,” in proportion to his cir- 
cumſtances, to ſupport the helpleſs' | and indi- 
gent, contributes moſt effectually to the public 
good; to the ſum of general happineſs, by re- 
lieving miſery, and by promoting the welfare of 

' thoſe with the protection of whom Providence 

hath peculiarly entruſted them: to the general 
ſtock of national wealth by his induſtry, to tlie 


„ Cic. De Off. Lib. 1. c. xvii. ti Thef: i iv. 11. 
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669 
era ſtock of national virtue, of that cSrightss 
ouſneſs which c exalteth a people, by his own 
good eonduct, by his example and influence, 
and by training up his family to be uſeful, vir- 
tuous, and loyal members of the community; 


We ſhall ſee, that in proportion as men fail in 
the duties of more private relation, in propor- 
. tion they fall ſhort of the ſum of affections and 


motives which make up public ſpirit and a love 
of their country ; . they ſhew a want of the heart, 


of the feeling, of the principles requiſite to this 


virtue. How.can'he (aid one of the greateſt 
geniuſes of the laſt age) love a hundred thouſand 
who does not love one? And ſo we may aſk 
how can he pretend to a more enlarged, refined, 
abſtracted virtue, to a deep concern for the 
rights, intereſts, and happineſs of thoſe who are 
not, as it were, in contact with him, when he 
ſhews himſelf hardened toward thoſe, who 
ſhould touch him nearly ? He who turns away | 


his face from the poor, he who in his family i is 
tyrannical or ſelfiſh ; he who, in a narrow 
ſphere, is overbearing, oppreſſive, fraudulent, 


ulurping; who abuſes Power or truſt to felfiſh 


hs vive, 14—34. „„ 
„ purpoſes; 
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mae! can any tuch as theſe call himſelf an a 
patriot ? an advocate for the rights and happineſs - 
of thoſe whom he knows not, and to whom he 
has no endearing tie? The profligate who 
would facrifiee to his vile gratification, the peace | 
and happineſs and honour of a family with 
whom he lived in apparent friendſhip and con- 
fidence; the wretch who would take advantage 
of the weakneſs of a friend, to ruin him at that 
mixture of fraud and folly which they call play; 
the hardened prodigal who laughs at the credi- 
tors he has defrauded, to whoſe bankruptcy he 
Has, perhaps, contributed, whoſe children's bread . 
his vices have devoured ; can any, of theſe pre- 
tend to a character that is the quinteſſence of 
all private juſtiee and benevolence ? Yet have 1 
known ſuch reprobates with ſhameleſs effrontery 
claim the title of patriot, of lovers of their 
country; and on that ground preſume to ſolicit 


- public truſt, when no man would truſt them 


with the honour of his family, or an atom of 
it's Property, for a moment. 


The nbtton that there is no very ſtrict con- 
nection between the private and public parts of 
1 3 life; 


? 


( ). 


life; but that a man ſpotted. over with vices in 


the former, may be a patriot in the latter; is an 
improvement which the preſent age ſeems to 
have made on the folly and wickedneſs of all 
preceding ones: And the father of lies, and 
author of evil, hath not often deviſed any more 
effectual method for miſſeading mankind; and 
for promoting immorality, than diffuſing ſuch 
an idea. It miſleads mankind, becauſe it prompts 
them to decide on character in the part of life, 
' where the tendency of conduct and the motives 
of it are moſt liable to be miſtaken, without 


drawing any argument from that part where 
temper and principles are moſt eaſily and ſurely 
diſcerned &; but what is worſe than miſleading 


' mankind, it tends to corrupt them: It encou- 


rages the profligate : keeps him in countenance : 
gives him pretence to claim eſteem, inſtead of 
ee his ignominious head; makes his example 
more deeply and extenſively miſchievous: and 


aver thoſe, who are entering into the world, 


conceive that vice is no bar to advancement, to 


At videt hunc omnis domus, et vicinia tota, 5 
Introrſum turpem, ſpecioſum pelle decori, Hon. 


attainment 


* 


Cw 
_ attainment of renowm, and envied worldly emi- 


nenoe. 
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W. Laſtly, The Royal 8 inltructs us to 
an and wiſh well to our country, becauſe of 
the houſe of the Lord our God: becauſe in 
ſeeking to do good to our country, we ſerve the 
cauſe and promote the intereſts of true religion. 

Had it pleaſed Providence to ſuffer the enemies, 
the avowed enemies and contemners of all reli- 
gion, the haters of God, the giant- like rebels 
againſt Heaven, to ſet footing in our land; this 
would have been an important conſideration, to 
animate us to play the men for the eities of 
bdour God t: to defend his holy places from 
inſult and defilement; and to aſſert and preſerve 
the comforts of his Sabbaths and his ſanctuary; in 
_ oppoſition to the bigots in impiety ; the fanatical 

| perſecutors of every thing hallowed. But, as 
it is: as the Lord himſelf hath been on our 
* fide ; hath blown with his wind, and ſcat- 
tered (we truſt) the nation that delight in war, 


— 


* 2 Sam. Xx. 12. | ; + Pf. exxiv, 3 
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for which all rx bs to his holy name! The 
uſe J ſhall make of this paſſage is to remind you, 
that love of our country muſt, to be ſincere and 
effectual as it ought, be grounded on religion: 
on that religion which, in commanding us to 
love all men as brethren, implies a potent and 
attractive injunction to love that largeſt deno- 
mination to which the affections and the ſervices 
of individuals can, in the uſual courſe of things, 
be extended: on that religion, whoſe author 
came to fulfil the law *, to explain, exalt, 
enforce every thing which right reaſon, moral 
feeling, laudable affection, recommended; every 
thing conſonant to theſe in the prior, more im- 
perfect, and introductory revelation: on that 
religion, which doubles the ties of fraternity by 
adding to thoſe of nature, of common intereſt, 
and of gratitude to the community which, as a 
mother, foſtered us from infancy, the new ones 
of common relation to the redeemer, of his ex- 
ample, and of his dying commands to mutual 
love: fo that we are doubly ohliged, as men, 
and as Chriſtians, to that ſtandard exertion of 


* Matth. v. 17. 


patriotiſm, 


- 


M1 


parrot, t the © laying down our lives * me 
$ brethren 185 


1 


| Chriſtianity | it is true hath left this duty 
on a general footing, as it has done ſome 
others, where a particular precept would have 
been more likely to be perverted, by the 
fancies and paſſions of men, than to be duly 
underſtood and practiſed. The warm and ex- 
panded benevolence, which the Goſpel breathes 
in every page, and ſo ſtrongly and affectingly 
enforces, 1s eaſily directed to it's proper object, 
and attempered to: it's due degree, by reaſon, 
and the nature of the relations in which men 
ſtand. He who loves mankind muſt love his 
country, and that without injuſtice to others: 
but he who thinks he loves his country, may not 
always be a lover of mankind. - How would a 
particular precept of patriotiſm have been taken 
by the people who were maſters of the world, 
at the time of the promulgation of the Goſpel - 
of peace ? Why, as a ſignal for war, and a com- 
-@ Ge | De Off. Lib. 1. 8 xvii. Pro qui quis bonus 
dubitet mortem oppetere. 1 John iii. 16. He laid down 


his life for us, and we pugat to lay down our lives for the 
brethren. 


gw 
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miſſion for. gloriouſly laying waſte the wk 
to impoſe the iron yoke of conqueſt. How, by 
the people to whom that law of love was origi- 


| ninallx delivered? Why, as a confirmation of 


their narrow bigot maxims, of their bitterneſs 
and pride, and notions inconſiſtent with civil go- 


vernment and human affairs. But the example 


of our Lord weeping over his country; of his 
Apoſtle wiſhing himſelf cut off from all the com- 


forts of Chriſtian ſociety for the ſake of his 
countrymen ; his reaſonings t and. thoſe of _ 


Peter on the duties of ſubjects, which ſuppoſe 
that to every Chriſtian the public good i is a ſuf- 
ficient inducement, and therefore muſt and 


ought to be his wiſh. Theſe pallages ſo point 


the application of the general precepts of huma- 
nity and goodwill, that perverſeneſs only could 
miſtake it. It is a moſt injurious miſrepreſen- 


tation of Chriſtianity to deſcribe it as detaching 


us from the world, in ſuch a manner, as to 
make the life of a Chriſtian a mere ſelfiſh purſuit 


of future happineſs ; and as if he were at liberty: 
to ſhun all engagements with the world as em- 


i * Luke, xix. 41. . Rom. ix. 3. 
ö barraſments 
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nity, i-deed, ſets us above the ſel ein anxleties, 
_ the peeviſh paſſions, the ſordid defilements of 
life: but by no means ſeparates us from the du- 


ties, from the kind affections, : from the chari- 
ties, of a human creature, of a . redeemed « crea- 
ture to his brethren i in nature, and. in Chriſt : 1 
It leaves us not at liberty to depart from the 
talk which | Providence, by placing us in 
any relation, has made incumbent on us: 
but appoints the duties of that relation as part 
of the means by which we are to be trained 
to virtue, and qualified for Happineſs. Ty 
every member of a community therefore 
to every citizen of a country, patriotiſm i is 4 
religious duty, as well as a moral one: and on 
religion ſhould it be founded, or it will want 
the true rule and meaſure, ground and founda- 
tion, of every ſocial duty, the ſupport under 
every difficulty in virtuous exertion, the ani- 
mating motive to every thing wortliy, the only 
univerſal and effectual reſtraint from everything 
unjuſt or baſe. On Chriſtian religion thould 
| patriotiſm be founded at this day. Before that 
religion was known, ſincere virtues might have 


exiſted 
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exiſted b it. And; of thoſe endued with . 
ſuch virtues, we may preſume, that they would, 


probably, have embraced Chriſtianity, had they 


lived when it, with it's evidence, might have 


been fairly laid before them, and Providence 
had permitted inſtruction to reach them. But 


when, as at preſent, men have the' choice of 
light and darkneſs, if they chuſe the latter, 90 
have divine authority for aſſerting, that it is 


© becauſe their deeds are evil.“ If any man 
will do God's will, he ſhall knw of the doc- 
« trine whether it be of God.“ * And he who 


rejects or ſlights it, and of whom it is therefore 
certain, that he hath not obeyed and loved his 


maker, to whom every principle of approba- 


tion and gratitude, ſhould lead him to devote 
himſelf, ſuch a one muſt have a heart not in 


the right place; incapable of generous and no- 


bie attachments; incapable therefore of loving 
the community, and ſacrificing ſelf to it. 
Every principle of religion, Purity, Temperance, 

Juſtice, Charity, Affections ſet above, Imitation 


of the Supremely Good, Detachment from the 


world, Gratitude to him who died for us 


John, iii. 19. + john, vii. 15. 


every 
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every one e of theſe leads to love. our . | 


and exempts us from temptation to ſelfiſhneſs. Fs 


Every principle of irreligion chains us to pre- 

ſent and ſelfiſh gratification. | Religion then is 

the beſt principle, and promoting it the beſt 

exertion, of love to our country. Of the ne- 
ceſſary connexion of it with public Happineſs, 
the preſent miſery of the country whoſe rulers 
have caſt it off, and gone near to ſuppreſs it, 
will afford a diſmal proof. Of the connexion 
of it with public peace, the practices c of the in- 
cendiaries of this country will ſhew their con- 


viction. Hopeleſs, otherwiſe to bring over 


numbers to diſloyalty, and to make them quit 
their attachment to their country and to it's 
peace, ſo long as they preſerved their religious 
principles, theſe wretches have been at the 
pains, in a certain part of the kingdom, to 
publiſh in a cheap form, to diſtribute gratis, to 
ſcatter on the high ways, copies of che rankeſt 
piece of blaſphemy this age hath ſeen: which, 
however contemptible in ſome reſpects, as it 
ſubſtitutes the groſſeſt, though moſt confident, 
. Ignorance, for argument ; and the coarſeſt illi- 
bal for ſtrength and ſpirit; is, yet, for thoſe 
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lover of his country 8. peace, let no man 1 e 
called a patriot, who is irreligious : let! not any 
- man's caprice or ſpleen, or affectation of popu- 

larity, induce men to inveſt with this honour- 
able character, him who has not built his prin- 
ciples on the Rock of Salvation. It is diſho- 
nouring the glorious goſpel to think it ſo need- 
leſs, or defective, as not to contribute to the 
nobleſt virtues, but that they can be acquired . 
by him who ſlights or hates it. n 


Let us not affront the God to whoſe mercies 

we owe ſo much, by thinking ſo ſlightly of his 
revealed law, for which he divided the ſea, and 
clothed the mount with fire; for which his Son | 
was ſent out of his boſom, and his glory, | to _ | 
upon the croſs. 


That this holy religion may encreaſe our at- 
tachment to our country; that love to ou 
country may induce us, and with ſucceſs, to 
inculcate and promote this holy religion; that 
| „ 


Peace m 


land, and lead us through temporal, to et: e 
peace; may God, of his infinite mercy, e 8 
ough Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. . 
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